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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 

UFSMA 2018 (October 23-26) 

(Utah Floodplain & Stormwater Management Conference) 

The conference registration fee is $185.00 and will go up to $230.00 

after August 1, 2018. Our conference fee is your annual membership 

fee for UFSMA, which includes your conference registration, sneak 

peek to yearly trainings and CFM examination dates. Registration in-

cludes all your materials, breakfasts, lunches, snacks, and business 

meeting meal. The UFSMA Annual Conference is always an 

informative conference with great speakers. We look forward to 

seeing you and hearing some fantastic presentations!  

To register go to: https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-

42789984997 

CONFERENCE HOTEL 

The conference hotel is the Marriott 

Springhill Suites in Moab, Utah 

865 N Hwy 191 

Moab, UT 84532 

435-355.0042 

Conference Hotel Registration http://
cwp.marriott.com/cnyms/ufsma 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-42789984997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-42789984997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-42789984997
http://cwp.marriott.com/cnyms/ufsma
http://cwp.marriott.com/cnyms/ufsma
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Mitigation Practice by Eric Martineau 

On December 20 to December 24, 2010, winter storms brought 16.4 inches of rain-

fall and 15.3 inches of snow, resulting in the flooding of parts of Garfield, Kane and 

Washington counties. The precipitation in Kane and Washington counties was rec-

ord breaking. The severe winter storms and flooding caused damage to homes, 

bridges, roads, utility systems, parks, trails and other public facilities. Two dams 

were evaluated for the threat of failure. Hundreds of residents were also evacuated. 

Estimated damage was $6 million. A Presidential Disaster Declaration was declared 

on February 11, 2011. Following the disaster declaration, mitigation money from 

FEMA's Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) became available. The city of St. 

George applied for and received an HMGP grant to do flood mitigation along the 

Virgin River. 

The project consisted of constructing approximately 900 linear feet of rock rip-rap 
erosion protection along the Virgin River Floodplain adjacent to the existing Mill-
creek Electric Generation Facility including the required access and maintenance 
roads; removing invasive species vegetation; and restoring native vegetation in dis-
turbed areas. The project totaled $434,290, of which $325,718 were federal dollars. 
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NFIP News 

by Kathy Holder 

NFIP Reauthorization 

The National Flood Insurance Program is reauthorized through February 8, 2018. 
It has  currently been tied to the Federal budget.  We are still in a waiting pattern 
hoping for a full budget to pass along with the NFIP reauthorization.  We will up-
date you when we have something substantial to tell you on this matter.   

If is not reauthorized , FEMA must stop selling and renewing policies for millions 
of properties in communities across the nation.  Not only does this put property at 
risk but causes disruption to the real estate and mortgage industry.  FEMA is 
hoping for a timely, multi-year reauthorization of the program that promotes sta-
bility for the real estate and mortgage markets and allows FEMA to continue im-
proving the program.  During Congress’ last effort to reauthorize the NFIP in 
2011, the National Association of Realtors estimated that each day the NFIP’s 
authorization lapsed would result in the delay or cancellation of over 1,300 home 
sale closings nationwide. 

 Important news for your Mitigation efforts. 

National Hazard Mitigation Saves 2017 Interim Report – FEMA, along with 
several federal agencies and associations, commissioned a study with the 
National Institute of Building Sciences (Institute) to update the 2005 Na-
tional Hazard Mitigation Saves: An Independent Study to Assess the Fu-
ture Savings from Mitigation Activities. The results will be presented in a 
2017 Interim Study at an annual meeting on January 11 of the National 
Institute of Building Sciences. 

  The Institute’s Multihazard Mitigation Council undertook a study to update
and expand the findings of its 2005 Mitigation Saves study on the value 
of mitigation. 
  The Interim Study updates and expands the 2005 study result which
showed that for every $1 of hazard mitigation funded by FEMA between 1993 
and 2003, it saved the American people an average of $4 in avoided future loss-
es. 

  The Interim Study provides an updated examination of the benefits of fed-
eral agency grant programs and examined four specific natural hazards – river-
ine and coastal flooding, hurricanes, earthquakes, and fires at the wildland-
urban interface. The national-level benefit-cost ratios (BCRs) aggregate the 
study findings across these natural hazards and across state and local BCRs. 
  The 2017 Interim Study analyzes two sets of mitigation strategies:

o Federal Grants: The impacts of 23 years of federal mitigation grants

provided by FEMA, the Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), re-
sulting in a national benefit of $6 for every $1 dollar invested. 
o Beyond code requirements: The costs and benefits of designing all

new construction to exceed select provisions in the 2015 International 
Building Code (IBC) and the 2015 International Residential Code and the 
implementation of the 2015 International Wildland-Urban Interface 
Code (IWUIC).  This resulted in a national benefit of $4 for every $1 in-
vested. 

  The federal agency strategies consider 23 years of public-sector mitigation of build-
ing funded through FEMA programs, including the Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant 
Program, Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, and Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program, 
as well as the HUD Community Development Block Grant Program and several programs 
of the Economic Development Administration. 

Substantially%20Improved%20Buildings%20and%20Updates%20to%20the%20Community%20Rating%20System%20List
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Protecting Building Utility Systems from Flood Damage 

This FEMA publication illustrates the design and construction of utility systems that comply with 

the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) requirements for construction of new residential and 

non-residential structures in flood-prone areas. 

Click here to download a PDF of the publication. 

Please don’t forget to do 

outreach to your commu-

nities. Flood Safety 

Awareness is important! 

Quick Facts 

Protect What Matters 

Without flood insurance, most residents have to pay out of pocket or take out loans to repair 

and replace damaged items. Flood insurance reduces the financial burden of a flood event, 

and makesit easier to make your house a home again. 

Most homeowners insurance doesn’t cover flood damage. 

Most homes in moderate and low-risk areas qualify for the National Flood Insurance 

Program’s (NFIP) 

Preferred Risk Policy (PRP). 

PRPs offer the same quality of coverage as a Standard Flood Insurance Policy and can cov-

er your home and its contents. 

PRPs are available in most communities across the country, wherever flood insur-

ance is available to homeowners and renters. 

Did You Know? 

If you live in an area with low or moderate flood risk, you are 5 times more likely to experi-

ence flood than a fire in your home over the next 30 years. 

The average cost of a PRP is approximately $395 per year. 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1489005878535-dcc4b360f5c7eb7285acb2e206792312/FEMA_P-348_508.pdf
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Upcoming     FPM/Mitigation Courses at EMI 

Feb 5 – 8, 2018   E0284 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts III 

Floodway Standards (1 day). 

Disconnects between NFIP Regulations and Insurance 
(1 day). 

Common Noncompliance Issues (½ day) 

Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) (½ day). 

Substantial Improvement/Substantial Damage (1 day). 

Mar 26 – 29, 2018   E0278 NFIP/Community Rating System 

May 7 – 10, 2018  E0273 Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP 

May 14 – 17, 2018   E0279 Retrofitting Floodprone Residential Buildings 

Jun 25 – 28, 2018   E0278 NFIP/Community Rating System 

  Jul 9 – 12, 2018     E0194 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts 

       NFIP Floodplain Rules and Regulations in Depth (1 
day). 

         LOMC - Procedures for Applying and FPM Implica-
tions (1 day). 

         Roles and Responsibilities of the Local Floodplain 
Manager (1 day). 

         Preparing for Post-Disaster Responsibilities (1day). 

Jul 30 – Aug 2, 2018   E0282 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts II 

  Higher Standards in Floodplain Management (1 day). 

  Manufactured Homes and RV’s in the Floodplain (1 

day). 

  NFIP Flood Insurance Principles for the Floodplain 

Manager (1 day). 

  Hydrology and Hydraulics for the FPM (1day). 

Aug 13 – 16, 2018   E0386 Residential Coastal Construction 

Aug 27 – 30, 2018     E0273 Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP 

Various  other NFIP training opportunities are available online through the FEMA Emer-
gency Management Institute (EMI) Independent Study Program. http://training.fema.gov/
is/crslist.aspx?all=true 

http://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?all=true
http://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?all=true
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Utah Risk MAP Corner

Map Service Center Enhancements and Related Tools Up-

dates 

A number of important changes are coming to FEMA’s Map Service Center 

(MSC) and related services as the agency continues to improve how we pro-

vide information related to the delivery of flood maps. On February 3rd, FE-

MA will implement changes to the MSC Address Search tool and enhance-

ments to the National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer. The updates 

streamline access to the NFHL, and reorganize how some other tools are ac-

cessed.  These updates help reduce the complexity of FEMA for map users 

by reducing the steps necessary to get the information they need and provid-

ing an authoritative, consolidated view of flood risk.  

As you know, FEMA has been working for many years to transition fully to 

the use of digital flood maps. The changes on February 3rd continue the pro-

gress on this transition. Specifically, the changes will direct most users to the 

NFHL as the primary source for viewing and printing flood hazards infor-

mation, but users will still be able to access the legacy FIRMette tool. 

We have tested these enhancements with a number of internal and external 

stakeholders and the feedback was very positive. In addition, the input from 

these users has been incorporated into these latest updates. 

There are four primary updates happening: 

  Map Service Center Enhancements
o  Customers will now be able to view an interactive

NFHL map immediately following a search. Previously, 
customers needed to go to a different site to view the 
flood zones in an interactive map. 
o  On the main MSC results page, customers will have

the option to view and print a map for their location as a 
dynamic NFHL-based “FIRMette” (full-scale section of a 
FIRM formatted to fit on standard printer paper sizes). 
The NFHL FIRMette shows the current effective infor-
mation, including recent Letters of Map Revision 
(LOMR), in a single view. 
o  Previously, FIRMettes on the MSC could only be pro-

duced from static map images. With the older FIRMette 
Web tool users need to separately review any LOMRs 
on the map panel to make sure portions of their 
FIRMette have not been updated. 

Continued on next page.. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_5024897714622394339_m_-7979932871127871135__What_is_it/what
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_5024897714622394339_m_-7979932871127871135__What_is_it/what
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-         National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer 
o  FEMA is upgrading the National Flood Hazard

Layer (NFHL) viewer that provides users with a 
powerful interactive flood map tool for the whole 
country. The dynamic NFHL shows the current ef-
fective information including LOMRs since the most 
recent flood map revision. 
o  The updated NFHL viewer will enable communi-

ty officials and members of the general public to 
create on-demand printable maps of NFHL data 
using a FEMA-approved base map and a FEMA-
defined map template. Users can create printable 
NFHL FIRMettes or full-size FIRM panels from the 
NFHL. 
o  The updated NFHL viewer combines the previ-

ously separate NFHL web map with the beta-
version NFHL print tool into a single solution and 
adds new features. 
o  The new NFHL viewer will be hosted on the

Federal GeoPlatform. This is a government-wide 
system to which FEMA is migrating many applica-
tions that previously were hosted on the FEMA Ge-
oPlatform. The viewer can be accessed directly on 
the GeoPlatform or through links on the MSC. 
o  The Federal Insurance and Mitigation Admin-

istration (FIMA) applications will be accessible on 
the GeoPlatform athttps://hazards-
FEMA.maps.arcgis.com  

  Preliminary Map Comparison Tool
o  The Preliminary Map Comparison Tool will allow

customers to see “Preliminary” and “Effective” 
maps overlaid on one another. 
o  Regulations require FEMA to pub-

lish Preliminary data for public review when updat-
ing flood maps for communities. 
o  The Preliminary review process allows commu-

nity officials and property owners to see how up-
coming changes will affect them, and review the 
data for accuracy. 
o  Insurance agents might use the comparison tool

to anticipate how their clients may be affected. Re-
al estate agents and mortgage brokers can deter-
mine what changes are likely to occur and how 
they may affect properties for sale. 
o  With this tool, users can view the new flood haz-

ard information overlaid with the existing infor-
mation and save or print a report detailing the 
changes between these two data sets side-by-side 
for a single point of reference. 
o  The viewer can be accessed directly on the Ge-

oPlatform or through links from the preliminary da-
ta site. 

Continued on next page.. 

https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-hazard-layer-nfhl
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-hazard-layer-nfhl
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/
https://www.fema.gov/view-your-communitys-preliminary-flood-hazard-data-0
https://www.fema.gov/view-your-communitys-preliminary-flood-hazard-data-0
https://www.fema.gov/view-your-communitys-preliminary-flood-hazard-data-0
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Newsletter Contacts: 

Kathy Holder, State Floodplain Manager 

801-538-3332  kcholder@utah.gov 

Jamie Huff, State Riskmap Program Manager 

801-538-3752   jhuff@utah.gov 

UFSMA President, Randy Wahlen 

 Randy.Wahlen@oldcastle.com  

Newsletter Editor : Utah Floodplain Program 

  FEMA’s Flood Risk Studies Engineering Library (FRISEL)
o  The FRiSEL now provides public downloads for engineering

models and other supporting data. 
o  Previously, the FRiSEL was searchable by the public, but its

content could not be downloaded. 
o  This capability provides immediate access to the detailed

engineering models and other supporting data for FEMA flood 
studies for engineers and other technical experts working on 
flood risk issues. 
o  The user community for the FRiSEL is different than the

MSC, NFHL and Map Change Viewer. Very few members of 
the general public need or will be able to work with the complex 
technical data in the FRiSEL. 
o  For years these data have only been available by request

through the FEMA Engineering Library staff which made it slow 
and costly for requesters to get the information needed. 
o  The data is highly complex and only relatively recent digital

data is available. The Engineering Library staff is still available 
to assist stakeholders with finding the information they need if 
users are not able to download it from the FRiSEL. There are 
fees charged for research support from the Engineering Library 
staff. 

Map Specialists at the FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX) are available to 

answer questions about FEMA's flood hazard maps, available subscription services, 

online tools, and general site navigation.  Call (toll-free): 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877

-336-2627), or emailFEMAMAPSpecialists@riskmapcds.com. 

If you have any questions please Jamie Huff, can be 

reached by phone at 801-538-3752 or by email at 

jhuff@utah.gov 

https://hazards.fema.gov/wps/portal/frisel
https://www.fema.gov/engineering-library
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1405344129889-846fc82b5bf04eb598e1dd206edc40fb/FMIX_Flyer.pdf
tel:(877)%20336-2627
tel:(877)%20336-2627
mailto:FEMAMAPSpecialists@riskmapcds.com

