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A Newsletter from the UTAH FLOODPLAIN 

PROGRAM and The UTAH FLOODPLAIN AND 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 

(UFSMA)   

UFSMA 2018 (October 23-26)  

(Utah Floodplain & Stormwater Management Conference)  

The conference registration fee is $185.00 and will go up to $230.00 

after August 1, 2018. Our conference fee is your annual membership 

fee for UFSMA, which includes your conference registration, sneak 

peek to yearly trainings and CFM examination dates. Registration in-

cludes all your materials, breakfasts, lunches, snacks, and business 

meeting meal. The UFSMA Annual Conference is always an informa-

tive conference with great speakers. We look forward to seeing you 

and hearing some fantastic presentations!  

To register go to: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-
42789984997 

 

 

CONFERENCE HOTEL 

The conference hotel is the Marriott 

Springhill Suites in Moab, Utah 

865 N Hwy 191 

Moab, UT 84532 

435-355.0042 

Conference Hotel Registration http://
cwp.marriott.com/cnyms/ufsma 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-42789984997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-42789984997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufsma-2018-tickets-42789984997
http://cwp.marriott.com/cnyms/ufsma
http://cwp.marriott.com/cnyms/ufsma


2 

Mitigation Practice by Eric Martineau 

Mitigation Idea 

 

Incorporate Flood Mitigation in Local Planning 
 
Comprehensive planning and floodplain management can mitigate 
flooding by influencing development. Strategies include: 
 
▪ Determining and enforcing acceptable land uses to alleviate the risk 
of damage by limiting exposure in flood hazard areas. Floodplain and 
coastal zone management can be included in comprehensive plan-
ning. 
▪ Developing a floodplain management plan and updating it regularly. 
▪ Mitigating hazards during infrastructure planning. For example, deci-
sions to extend roads or utilities to an area may increase exposure to 
flood hazards. 
▪ Adopting a post-disaster recovery ordinance based on a plan to reg-
ulate repair activity, generally depending on property location. 
▪ Passing and enforcing an ordinance that regulates dumping in 
streams and ditches. 
▪ Establishing a ”green infrastructure” program to link, manage, and 
expand existing parks, preserves, greenways, etc. 
▪ Obtaining easements for planned and regulated public use of pri-
vately-owned land for temporary water retention and drainage. 

(Source: FEMA Mitigation Ideas ) 
Winter storms from December 20 to December 24, 2010, brought 

16.4 inches of rainfall and 15.3 inches of snow, resulting in the flood-
ing of parts of Garfield, Kane and Washington counties. The precipita-
tion in Kane and Washington counties was record breaking. The se-
vere winter storms and flooding caused damage to homes, bridges, 
roads, utility systems, parks, trails and other public facilities. Two 
dams were evaluated for the threat of failure. Hundreds of residents 
were also evacuated. Estimated damage was $6 million. Because of 
the flood damage, a Presidentially Declared Disaster was issued. As 
a result of the declaration, a FEMA mitigation grant program called 
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) became active, where-
by mitigation funds (based on eligible disaster damage costs) became 
available on a statewide basis.  
 
Emery County had some undersized culverts susceptible to flooding 
and overtopping the road along Long Street in Green River, Utah. 
They took the opportunity to apply for some HMGP funds and re-
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Mitigation Practice by Eric Martineau 

Continued  

They took the opportunity to apply for some HMGP funds and re-
ceived 2 grants to mitigate 2 culverts.  
Winter storms from December 20 to December 24, 2010, brought 
16.4 inches of rainfall and 15.3 inches of snow, resulting in the flood-
ing of parts of Garfield, Kane and Washington counties. The precipita-
tion in Kane and Washington counties was record breaking. The se-
vere winter storms and flooding caused damage to homes, bridges, 
roads, utility systems, parks, trails and other public facilities. Two 
dams were evaluated for the threat of failure. Hundreds of residents 
were also evacuated. Estimated damage was $6 million. Because of 
the flood damage, a Presidentially Declared Disaster was issued. As 
a result of the declaration, a FEMA mitigation grant program called 
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) became active, where-
by mitigation funds (based on eligible disaster damage costs) became 
available on a statewide basis.  
 
Emery County had some undersized culverts susceptible to flooding 
and overtopping the road along Long Street in Green River, Utah. 
They took the opportunity to apply for some HMGP funds and re-
ceived 2 grants to mitigate 2 culverts.  
 

One grant replaced a 48" CMP with a 45' long, 12' x 5' concrete box 
culvert, which would allow runoff from a 25 year storm event to pass 
through easily and also to prevent a 100 year storm event from over-
topping the road surface. The project totaled $111,683 of which 
$83,762 were federal funds.  
 
The second HMGP grant replaced an undersized 88 x 65 inch CMP 
culvert with an 11 foot diameter CMP. By increasing the size of the 
culvert, the road will be less likely to overtop from storms less than 
the 100 year, 24 duration storm event. The project totaled $88, 732, 
of which $66, 549 was federal funds.  
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Mitigation Practice by Eric Martineau 

Continued  

If you are interested in applying for a mitigation grant for your commu-
nity please contact the State Hazard Mitigation Officer, Brad Bartholo-
mew (bbart@utah.gov) 
 

Don’t forget to help your communities mitigate their flood risk.  

Home owners insurance does not cover flooding. Contact your in-

surance agent  to mitigate your risk with NFIP flood insurance, or 

call 1-800-427-2419 for more information.  

mailto:bbart@utah.gov
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NFIP News  

by Kathy Holder  

NFIP Reauthorization  

Congress must now reauthorize the NFIP by no later than 11:59 pm on July 31, 2018.  

 FEMA and Congress have never failed to honor the flood insurance contracts in place 
with NFIP policyholders. In the unlikely event the NFIP’s authorization lapses, FEMA 
would still have authority to ensure the payment of valid claims with available funds. How-
ever, FEMA would stop selling and renewing policies for millions of properties in commu-
nities across the nation. Nationwide, the National Association of Realtors estimates that a 
lapse might impact approximately 40,000 home sale closings per month. 

NFIP reauthorization is an opportunity for Congress to take bold steps to reduce the com-
plexity of the program while transitioning it to a sounder financial framework. The level of 
damage from the 2017 hurricanes makes it abundantly clear that FEMA needs a holistic 
plan to ready the Nation for managing the cost of catastrophic flooding under the NFIP. 
( FEMA.gov) 

Have you ever  had an NFIP technical question and 
you were not quite  sure where to find the answer?  
Here is one resource to help.  (https://www.fema.gov/media-

library-data/20130726-1447-20490-2019/fema_tb_0_color_rev1.pdf) 

 

 

Available Technical Bulletins 

As of October 2008, the following Technical Bulletins are available: 

Technical Bulletin 0 – User’s Guide to Technical Bulletins 

Provides a list of available technical bulletins, a key word/subject reference index for all of the 

bulletins, and information about how to obtain copies of the bulletins. 

Technical Bulletin 1, 2008 – Openings in Foundation Walls and Walls of Enclosures 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning the requirements for openings in 

foundation walls for buildings with enclosures below the base flood elevation (BFE) and located 

in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) shown on Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) 

as Zones A, AE, A1-A30, AR, AO, and AH. 

Technical Bulletin 2, 2008 – Flood Damage-Resistant Materials Requirements 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning the required use of flood-damage resistant 

construction materials for building components located below the BFE in SFHAs in 

both A and V zones. 

Technical Bulletin 3-93 – Non-Residential Floodproofing — Requirements and Certification 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning watertight construction and the required 

certification for floodproofed non-residential buildings in Zones A, AE, A1-A30, AR, 

AO, and AH whose lowest floors are below the BFE. 

Technical Bulletin 4-93 – Elevator Installation 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning the installation of elevators below the 

BFE in SFHAs in both A and V zones. 

 

 

Substantially%20Improved%20Buildings%20and%20Updates%20to%20the%20Community%20Rating%20System%20List
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1447-20490-2019/fema_tb_0_color_rev1.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1447-20490-2019/fema_tb_0_color_rev1.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1447-20490-2019/fema_tb_0_color_rev1.pdf
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Technical Bulletin 5, 2008 – Free-of-Obstruction Requirements 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning obstructions to floodwaters 

below elevated buildings and on building sites in Coastal High Hazard Areas (Zones 

V, VE, and V1-V30). 

Technical Bulletin 6-93 – Below-Grade Parking Requirements 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning the design of below-grade 

parking garages beneath buildings located in Zones A, AE, A1 -A30, AR, AO, and 

AH. 

Technical Bulletin 7-93 – Wet Floodproofing Requirements 

Provides guidance on the NFIP regulations concerning wet floodproofing of certain 

types of structures located in Zones A, AE, A1-A30, AR, AO, and A. 

Technical Bulletin 8-96 – Corrosion Protection for Metal Connectors in Coastal 

Areas 

Provides guidance on the need for, selection of, and use of corrsion-resistant metal-

connectors for the construction of buildings in coastal areas. 

Technical Bulletin 9, 2008 – Design and Construction Guidance for Breakaway 

Walls 

Provides prescriptive criteria for the design and construction of wood-frame and ma-

sonry breakaway walls beneath elevated buildings in Coastal High Hazard Areas 

compliant with NFIP regulatory requirements. 

Technical Bulletin 10-01 – Ensuring That Structures Built on Fill in or Near Spe-

cial Flood HazardAreas Are Reasonably Safe From Flooding 

Provides regulatory and technical guidance concerning the construction of buildings 

with various types of foundations, including basements, in areas removed from the 

SFHA through the placement of fill and in areas near the SFHA. 

Technical Bulletin 11-01 – Crawlspace Construction for Buildings Located in 

Special Flood HazardAreas 

Provides interim guidance on minimum NFIP requirements as well as best practices 

for crawlspace construction in SFHAs. 

 

 

Technical Bulletins continued- 
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Please don’t forget to do out-

reach to your communities. 

Flood Safety Awareness is im-

portant! 

Quick Facts  

A word from ASFPM's Exec. Director on positive aspects of 

Omnibus budget 

Thursday, March 22, 2018 

Dear ASFPM leaders: 

Congress released the text of the FY18 Omnibus late March 21 and I am 

thrilled to be able to report that the budget for pre-disaster mitigation 

and floodplain mapping are at their highest appropriated levels ever! 

 

Floodplain mapping: 

$262.5 million appropriated 

+ $189.9 million from flood insurance fund (for flood mapping and FPM) 

- $36 million for FPM (backing out funds for FPM activities like CAP-SSSE) 

= $416.4 million total for flood mapping 

 

Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

$249.2 million appropriated….  

(Follow link on the title to see entire article from Floods.org by ASFPM Executive 

Director Chad Berginnis) 

 

Flood Mitigation Assistance 

$175 million appropriated 

https://www.floods.org/n-news-hottopics/article.asp?id=535C:/Users/kcholder/Documents/2017%20Regional%20Training%20power%20point
https://www.floods.org/n-news-hottopics/article.asp?id=535C:/Users/kcholder/Documents/2017%20Regional%20Training%20power%20point
https://www.floods.org/ace-images/fy18-omni-homeland-sum.pdf
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Upcoming     FPM/Mitigation Courses at EMI 

May 7 – 10, 2018                        E0273 Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP 

May 14 – 17, 2018                      E0279 Retrofitting Floodprone Residential Buildings 

Jun 25 – 28, 2018                       E0278 NFIP/Community Rating System 

Jul 9 – 12, 2018                     E0194 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts 

       NFIP Floodplain Rules and Regulations in Depth (1 
day). 

         LOMC - Procedures for Applying and FPM Implica-
tions (1 day). 

         Roles and Responsibilities of the Local Floodplain 
Manager (1 day). 

         Preparing for Post-Disaster Responsibilities (1day).  

Jul 30 – Aug 2, 2018                E0282 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts II 

  Higher Standards in Floodplain Management (1 day). 

  Manufactured Homes and RV’s in the Floodplain (1 

day). 

  NFIP Flood Insurance Principles for the Floodplain 

Manager (1 day). 

  Hydrology and Hydraulics for the FPM (1day). 

Aug 13 – 16, 2018                    E0386 Residential Coastal Construction 

 

Aug 27 – 30, 2018                     E0273 Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP                                                                                                

 

Various  other NFIP training opportunities are available online through the FEMA Emer-
gency Management Institute (EMI) Independent Study Program. http://training.fema.gov/
is/crslist.aspx?all=true 

Utah Training Opportunities  

 

CRS Workshop May 10, 2018 8:30 AM –4:30PM 

Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-rating-system-crs-

tickets-44417758712 

 

 

Processes of the Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) and the Let-
ter of Map Revision (LOMR)  

MT1 and MT2 Workshop 

May 27, 2018  Salt Lake City   8:30am-4:30pm  

To Register: 

 Go to Eventbrite :   https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfip-loma-and-lomr-mt1-and-mt2-
workshop-tickets-45062859225 

 

http://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?all=true
http://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx?all=true
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfip-loma-and-lomr-mt1-and-mt2-workshop-tickets-45062859225
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nfip-loma-and-lomr-mt1-and-mt2-workshop-tickets-45062859225
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Utah Risk MAP Corner 

 

Utah DEM - Risk MAP Releases Wasatch Front/Oquirrh Alluvial Fan 
Inventory Study & Data 
 
The Utah Division of Emergency Management just released a study 
completed in late 2017 to identify the presence of Active Alluvial Fans 
along the Wasatch Front from the Idaho Border to Nephi and the West 
side of the Oquirrh Mountains from Lake Point to South East of Rush 
Valley. This study did not map the flood risk for Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) purposes, but identifies where observed alluvial fan land-
forms have been located and that extra care and planning should oc-
cur within these areas. 
 

On January 24, 2018 Utah DEM provided a webinar to all impacted 
communities to explain the data elements that went into the study and 
provided examples of the results for three of the 400+ identified areas. 
If you happen to have missed this webinar, a recording has been 
posted on the Utah DEM Risk MAP website: https://dem.utah.gov/
hazards-and-mitigation/utah-risk-map-program/. Along with the re-
cording, there are several additional pieces of information regarding 
this study on the website that are located toward the bottom of the 
page: 

The recorded webinar 
A pdf of the webinar slides 
A pdf copy of the Wasatch Front / Oquirrh Alluvial Fan 

Study Report 
GIS data 

 
The intent of the data developed as part of the study is to inform future detailed alluvial fan 
analysis as it relates to flood risk and can be used for planning purposes at the local level 
either for development purposes or to identify and implement areas where the risk can be 
mitigated. If you should have any questions about the information or data, please contact 
Jamie Huff, Utah Risk MAP Program Manager at 801-538-3752 or jhuff@utah.gov. 
 
 

https://dem.utah.gov/hazards-and-mitigation/utah-risk-map-program/
https://dem.utah.gov/hazards-and-mitigation/utah-risk-map-program/
tel:(801)%20538-3752
mailto:jhuff@utah.gov
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SILVER JACKETS  

US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District 

 Written by: Hunter Merritt, SPK Silver 
Jacket Deputy 

SPK Silver Jackets, SPK Levee risk meet with Utah Division of emer-
gency management, to encourage data sharing and flood risk educa-
tion  

Who: Mr. Hunter Merritt, SPK Planning and Silver Jackets Deputy, Mr. Juan Gonzales, SPK 
Levee Risk Manager 
 
What: USACE team members were invited to present and participate in a 20 February 2018 
quarterly meeting of the Utah State Hazard Mitigation Team (SHMT), hosted by Utah Division of 
Emergency Management (DEM) at the Division of Natural Resources (DNR) offices. More than 20 
local, state and Federal members attended to share information about various initiative. SPK was 
present to encourage Utah support of the USACE National Levee Database, and partnership in an 
FY19 Silver Jackets Interagency Flood Risk Education project proposal to support SHMT and Utah 
DEM flood risk management goals. 
 
Where: Salt Lake City, UT, Utah Division of Natural Resources building  
 
Why: Utah SHMT meetings are avenues for USACE involvement in statewide disaster risk 
management, and Interagency Silver Jackets projects promote collaborative flood risk manage-
ment. 
 
What is Next: SPK will be working with SHMT, Utah DEM and others to encourage participa-
tion in the NLD effort, and coordinate internally to develop the FY19 Interagency proposal for Utah 
Flood Risk Education. 
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Newsletter Contacts: 

Kathy Holder, State Floodplain Manager 

801-538-3332  kcholder@utah.gov 

Jamie Huff, State Riskmap Program Manager  

801-538-3752   jhuff@utah.gov 

UFSMA President, Randy Wahlen 

 Randy.Wahlen@oldcastle.com  

Newsletter Editor : Utah Floodplain Program 


